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The infuriated Streltsy remembered all their reasons for marching
the Kremlin: The Naryshkins were to be punished, hated boyars |
Dolgoruky were to be destroyed. A torrent of frenzied Streltsy char
up the Red Staircase toward their commander. They seized him by
robe, lifted him above their heads and threw him over the baluser
onto the pikes of their comrades below. The crowd roared its appro
shouting, “Cut him to pieces!” Within a few seconds, the quive
body was butchered, bespattering everyone around with blood.
This first violent act unleashed savagery and madness. Brandis
sharp steel, lusting for more blood, the entire raging mass of the Stre
stormed up the Red Staircase and into the palace itself. Their next
tim was Matveev. He was standing in an antercom of the banqueting
ralking to Natalya, who still held the hands of Peter and Ivan. Seeing
Streltsy rushing toward her shouting for Matveev, Natalya dropped
ter’s hand and instinctively threw her arms around Matveev to pro
him. The Streltsy pushed the two boys aside, tore the old man fr
Natalya and hurled her aside. Prince Cherkassky threw himself into
struggle, trying to pull Matveev free of his captors, but they flung
away. Before the eyes of Peter and Natalya, Matveev was dragged
of the room and across the porch to the balustrade at the head of
Red Staircase. There, with exultant cries, they lifted him high in th
and hurled him down onto the upraised blades. Within seconds,
closest friend and prime minister of Peter’s father, the guardian, cof
dant and chief support of Peter’s mother, was hacked to pieces. '
With Matveev dead, there was nothing to stop the Streltsy. They
unopposed through the state halls, private apartments, churches, kit
ens and even the closets of the Kremlin, clamoring for the bloo
Naryshkins and boyars. Fleeing, the terrified boyars hid where
could. The Patriarch escaped into the Cathedral of the Assumpii
Only Natalya, Peter and Ivan remained exposed, huddled togetheri
corner of the banqueting hall.
For most, there was no escape. The Streltsy hammered down lock
doors, looked under beds and behind altars, thrusting their pikes ir
every dark space where a human being might be hiding. Those @
were caught were dragged to the Red Staircase and thrown over:
balustrade. Their bodies were dragged from the Kremlin through:
Spassky Gate into Red Square, where they were tossed onto a grow.
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The Revolt of the Streltsy - 55
pyramid of dismembered human parts. With sharp blades ar their
throats, the court dwarfs were forced to help find the Naryshkins. One
f Natalya’s brothers, Afanasy Naryshkin, was hidden behind thel altar
1 the Church of the Resurrection. A dwarf leading a pack of Strelts;
pointed him out, and the victim was dragged by his hair to the steps o}fr'
the chancel, where he was cut to pieces. The Privy Councillor ancf Di-
rector of Foreign Affairs, Ivanov, his son Vasily and two colonels were
killed on th‘f: pprc:h between the banqueting hall and the Cathedral of
the Annunciation. The aged boyar Romodanovsky was caught between
the Patriarch’s palace and the Miracle Monastery, dragged by his beard
to the Cathedral Square and there raised and tossed onto spear points

. From the palace square inside the Kremlin, the bodies and pizces oé'
bodies, often with swords and spears still sticking in them, were drageed
throu_gh the Spassky Gate into Red Square, The passage ,of these g%igsl
remains was accompanied by jeering cries of “Here comes the Boya);
Artemnon Sergeevich Matveev. . . . Here comes a Privy Councillor.
Make way for him!” As the hideous pile in front of St. Basil’s Carhedrai
- grew higher and higher, the Streltsy shouted to the watching erowds
- “These boyars loved to exalt themselves! This is their reward!” ,
By nightfall, even the Streltsy had begun to tire of the .butche
'}There was no place for them to sleep in the Kremlin, and most be l:;i.
~to stream back through the city to their own houses. Despite the blogd—
-shed, their day had been only a partial success. Only one Naryshkin
' Nataly"a’s brother Afanasy, had been found and killed. The chief ob'ec;

of their hatred, her brother Ivan, was stll at large. Accordingly, tile
osted a heavy guard at all the gates of the Kremlin, sealing off es,capg
and swore to return to continue the search the following day. Inside tth

ed all their reasons for marching on
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3 stop the Streltsy. They rar
partments, churches, kitch:
Jamoring for the blood o

d ed boyars hid where the; Kremlin, Natalya, Peter and their Naryshkin relatives spent a night of
14 R \edral of the Assumptior texror. Kyril Naryshkin, the Tsaritsa’s father, her brother Ivan andgth z
s{ i\“?‘l sed, huddled rogether i ounger b.rothers remained concealed in the room of Peter’s ej ;:
:f:; B }{1‘ : eax;old sister, Natalya, where they had been hiding all day. Thnghad
o Ll thammered down loc ot been found, but they could not escape.
Jgd hrusting their pikes inf At dawn, the Streltsy marched again with beating drums into th
{ '_’5" : t be hiding. Those w. remlin. Still looking for Ivan Naryshkin, the two foreign doctors ‘:},z
(Gsﬂ.cll “A se and thrown over th Ppose_dly had poisoned Tsar Fedor, and other “trajtors.” they entered
¥ ?3%%6 co lﬂ\'\ e Kremlin through th he Patriarch’s house on Cathedral Square. Looking thro’ugh his cellars
I}lb;'(\‘%.d ‘ () : tossed onto a growir nd under his beds, they chreatened his servants with spears and de-
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56 Old Musecovy

manded to see the Patriarch himself. Joachim came out, dressed in hig
most glittering ceremonial robes, to tell them that there were no trai
tors to be found in his house and that if they wished to kill someon
there, they should kill him.

And so the search wenrt on, with the Streltsy continuing to hu
through the palace, and their prey, the Naryshkins, continuing to elud,
them. After two days spent in the dark closets of Peter’s small sister
bedroom, Natalya's father, Kyril Naryshkin, three of his sons and th
young son of Matveev moved to the apartments of Tsar Fedor’s youn
widow, the Tsaritsa Martha Apraxina. There, Ivan Naryshkin croppe
his long hair, and then the small group followed an old bedchambe
woman down into a dark underground storeroom. It was the old wory
an’s idea to bolt the door, but young Matveev said, “No. If you faste
the door, the Streltsy will suspect something, break down the door, fir]
us and kill us.” The refugees therefore made the room as dark as pos
sible and crouched in the darkest corner, leaving the door open. “W
had scarcely got there,” said young Matveev, “before several Strelts
passed and looked quickly around. Some of them peered in throug
the open door, struck their spears into the darkness, but left quick];
saying, ‘Tvis plain our men have already been here.”” ‘

On the third day, when the Streltsy came again to the Kremlin, t
were determined to wait no longer. Their leaders mounted the R
Staircase and delivered an ultimarum: Unless Ivan Naryshkin was suf
rendered immediately, they would kill every boyar in the palace. Th
made it clear that the royal family itself was in danger.

Sophia took charge. In front of the terrified boyars, she marched up
Natalya and declared in a loud voice, “Your brother will not escape
Strelesy. Nor 1s it right that we should perish on his account. There is
way out. To save the lives of all of us, you must give up your brother”

It was a tragic moment for Natalya, She had seen Matveev dragg
away and slaughtered. Now she was asked to yield her brother ¢
frightful death. Terrible though the decision was, Natalya had no r
choice. She ordered the servants to bring her brother to her. He ¢
and she led him into a palace chapel, where he received Holy Co
munion and the last rites, accepting her decision and his coming de
with great bravery. Weeping, Natalya handed him a holy icon of ;
Mother of God to hold in his hands when he went to meer the Strel
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The Revolt of the Streftey - 57
- Meanwhile, in the face of growing threats from the impatient
Streltsy, the boyars became desperare. Why was Ivan Naryshkin linger-
ing? At any moment, the Streltsy might carry out their threars. The
aged Prince Jacob Odoevsky, gentle but frightened, came up to the
weeping Natalya and Ivan and said, “How long, my lady, are you keep-
ing your brother? For you must give him up. Go on quickly, Ivan Kyril-
ovich, and don’t let us all be killed on your account.”

Following Natalya and holding the icon, Ivan Naryshkin walked to
the door where the Streltsy were waiting. As he appeared, the mob ut-

tered a hoarse shout of triumph and surged forward. Before his sister’s
eyes, they seized their victim and began to beat him. He was dragged by
his feet down the Red Staircase, through the palace square and into a
torture room, where for 2 number of hours they kept him in agony, y-
ing to extract a confession thar he had murdered Tsar Fedor and plot-
ted to take the throne. Through it all, Naryshkin clenched his teeth,
groaned and said not a word. Then Dr. Van Gaden, the alleged poi-
soner of Fedor, was brought in. Under torture, he promised to name
accomplices, but as his words were being written down, his torturers,
realizing the state he was in, cried, “What's the use of listening to him?
Tear up the paper,” and stopped the farce.

Ivan Naryshkin was now nearly dead; both his wrists and ankles had
been snapped, and his hands and feet hung at strange angles. He and
Van Gaden were dragged to Red Square and raised on the points of
spears for a last presentation to the crowd. Lowered to earth,

hands and feet were chopped off with axes, the rest of their bodie
into pieces and, in a final or

pled into the mud.

The slaughter was over. One final time, the Streltsy assembled be-
fore the Red Staircase. Satisfied thar they had avenged the “poisoning”
of Tsar Fedor, stifled the plot of Tvan Naryshkin and killed all the men
who they believed were traitors, they wi
From the courtyard, they cried, “We are now content. Let Your Tsarish
Majesty do with the other trajtors as may seem good. We are ready to
ay down our heads for the Tsar, the Tsaritsa, the Tsarevich and the
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- Calm returned quickly. That same day, permission was given to bury
e bodies which had been lying in Red Square since the firs day of the
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§2 - Old Muscouy

Peter, nearing thirteen, ordered sixteen pairs of pistols, sixteen ca
bines with slings and brass mountings and, shortly afterward, twentf
three more carbines and sixteen muskets.

By the time Peter was fourteen and he and his mother had settle
permanently at Preobrazhenskoe, his martial games bad transformﬁ
the summer estate into an adolescent miilitary encampment. Peter
first “soldiers” were the small group of playmates who had been a
pointed to his service when he reached the age of five. They had be
selected from the families of boyars to provide the Prince with a pej
sonal retinue of young noblemen who acted the roles of equerry, v
and butler; in fact they were his friends. Peter also filled his rank
drawing from the enormous, now largely useless group of attendan
his father, Alexis, and his brother Fedor. Swarms of retainers, especi
those involved in the falconry establishment of Tsar Alexis, remai
in the royal service with nothing to do. Fedor’s health had preve
him from hunting, Ivan was even less able to enjoy the sport and P
disliked it. Nevertheless, all these people continued to receive sala
from the state and be fed at the Tsar’s expense, and Peter decide
employ some of them in Ais sport. ;

The ranks were further swelled by other young noblemen pres
ing themselves for enrollment, either on their own impulse or on
urging of fathers anxious to gain the young Tsar’s favor. Boys
other classes were allowed to enroll, and the sons of clerks, equ
stable grooms and even serfs in the service of noblemen were set
the sons of boyars. Among these young volunteers of obscure:
was a boy one year younger than the Tsar named Alexander Dani
Menshikov. Eventually, 300 of these boys and young men had mu
on the Preobrazhenskoe estate. They lived in barracks, trained ki
diers, used soldiers’ talk and received soldiers’ pay. Peter held thi
his special comrades, and from this collection of young nobleme
stable boys he eventually created the proud Preobrazhensky RegL
Until the fall of the Russian'monarchy in 1917, this was the firs
ment of the Russian Imperial Guard, whose colonel was alwa
Tsar himself and whose proudest claim was that it had been foun
Peter the Great.

Soon, all the quarters available in the little village of Preo
skoe were filled, but Peter’s boy army kept expanding. New
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the royal couple. On the basis of accounts from others, We
this festivity, which was attended by seventy-two dwarfs

M&:E

éﬁ&«i g8 € 1the service of the Tsar, the Tsarina Dowager, the

s

consum-

his satisfaction

On the European Stage

A very little dwarf marched at the head of the prog
being the marshal... conductor and master of the ¢
He was followed by the bride and bridegroom neatly
Then came the Tsar attended by his ministers
boyars, officers and others; next marched all th
both sexes in couples. They were in all seventy-tw

Princess Menshikov, and other persons of disti
others had been sent for from all parts of Russi
remote. At the church, the priest asked the b
whether he would take his bride to be his wife
voice. He answered in a loud voice, addressing hi
beloved, “You and no other.” The bride being ask
she had not made any promise of marriage to an
her bridegroom, she answered, “That would be v
indeed” However, when the main question cap
asked, whether she would have the bridegroom foz
band, she uttered her “Yes” wich such a low voi
hardly be heard, which occasioned a good deal
to the company. The Tsar, in token of his favor,
to hold the garland over the bride’s head accords
Russian custom. The ceremony being over, th
went by water to the Prince Menshikov’s palace
prepared in a spacious hall, where two days befo
had entertained the guests invited to the Duke’
Several small tables were placed in the middle of:
the new-married couple and the rest of the dw;
were all splendidly dressed after the German fas
After dinner the dwarfs began to dance after t
way, which lasted till eleven at night. It is easy:
how much the Tsar and the rest of the compan
lighted at the comical capers, strange grimace
postures of that medley of pygmies, most of who
size the mere sight of which was enough to prove
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e more evenly distributed. Every Infanta of Spa

by a court dwarf to underscore whatever beauty she

na, the Emperor Charles VI kept a famous Jewish dwarf,
kind of ex-officio counselor at the Imperial court. More
were kept as human pets whose antics and droll appear-
n more amusing and diverting than talking parrots or
d stand on their hind legs. In Russia, dwarfs were espe-
very great noble wanted a dwarf as a symbol of status or
ife, and competition among the nobility for their posses-
ntense. The birth of a dwarf was considered good luck
rn as serfs were often granted their freedom. To encour-
possible population of dwarfs, Russians took special care
together in hopes that a dwarf couple would produce

ish gift when a dwazf or, even more, a pair of dwarfs was
11708, Prince Menshikov, a particularly keen collector of
o his wife: “I send you a present of two girls, one of
small and can serve as a parrot. She is more talkative than
g such litde people and can make you gayer than if she
rot.” In 1716, Menshikov appealed to Peter: “Since one
s possesses a dwarf girl and the other does not, therefore
dly to ask Her Majesty the Tsaritsa to allow me to take
arfs which were left after the death of the Tsaritsa Mar-

normously fond of dwarfs. They had been around him all
hild, he went to church walking between two rows of
g red silken curtains; as tsar, he kept at courc a large pop-
fs to amuse him and to play prominent roles on special
anquets, they were placed inside huge pies; when Peter
astry, a dwarf popped out. He liked to combine their
with the mock ceremonies in which he reveled. Dwarf
even dwarf funerals, closely aping the ceremonies his
formed, sex Peter to laughing so hard that rears rolled

.days after the marriage of Peter’s niece Anne to Duke
liam of Courland, a marriage of two dwarfs was cele-
actly the same ceremony and pomp as the marriage of
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Water, however, is more
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PETER IN HOLLAND
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In the second half of the seventeenth century, Holland, a term;
describe the seven United Provinces of the Northern Netherlar
at the peak of its world power and prestige. With its dense, t
population of two million hard-working Dutchmen crowded
tiny area, Holland was by far the richest, most urbanized, most.
politan state in Europe. Not surprisingly, the prosperity of th
state was a source of wonder and envy to its neighbors, and of
envy turned to greed. On such occasions, the Dutch drew on
national characteristics to defend themselves. They were valian
nate and resourceful, and when they fought—first against th

SNOILSAND BSTVH-ANHL B

| Ayn jeiel ' o i{:ﬁ : iards, then against the English and finally against the Freng
m‘oeg )Sue!\?euss;?ﬁuzgtegsﬁr\i; 02 : iélf‘i fought in a way which was practical and, at the same time, des
. ‘ssal A ‘,ﬁ 5{; and sublimely heroic. To defend their independence and their
—— (o152 ‘ansod) S W : -%?l‘i‘ racy, a people of two million maintained an army of 120,000
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second-largest navy in the world.

Holland’s prosperity, like its freedom, rested on ingenuity
work. In most European nations of the day, the vast majorit
people were tied to the land, engaged in the simple process 0
themselves and creating a small surplus to feed the towns and
Holland, one Dutch peasant, by producing Targer crop yields
by somehow extracting more milk and butter from his cows ¢
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open itself to Europe. In a sense, the flow of effect was circula
West affected Peter, the Tsar had a powerful impact upon Russi
Russia, modernized and emergent, had a new and greater influence
Europe. For all three, therefore—Peter, Russia and Europe—the G;
Embassy was a turning point.

The Europe which Peter was setting out to visit in the spring of
was dominated by the power and glory of a single man, His
Christian Majesty, Louis XIV of France. Called the Sun King, and
resented in both pageantry and art as Apollo, his rays reached g
affect every corner of European politics, diplomacy and civilizati

When Peter was born, and through all but the last ten years g
life, Louis was the most influential man in Europe. It is impossib
understand the Europe which Russia was entering without first ¢
ering the French monarch. Few kings in any epoch have exceede,
majesty. His reign of seventy-two years was the longest in the hi;
of France; his French contemporaries considered him a demi-go
slightest gesture, his walk, his bearing, his countenance; all wag
sured, appropriate, noble, majestic,” wrote the court diarist
Simon. His presence was overwhelming. “I never trembled ik
before Your Majesty’s enemies,” confessed one of Louis’ marsh
entering the royal presence.

Although Louis was born to the throne, the sweep of his m;
depended more on his character—his massive ego and ab
self-assurance—than on his physical or political inhericance. I
cal stature, he was short even for that day—only five feet four
He had a robust figure and powerful, well-muscled legs which h
to display in tight silk stockings. His eyes were brown, he had
thin, arched nose, a sensuous mouth and chesenut hair, whic
grew older, was hidden in public beneath a wig of long black cu
smallpox which had afflicted him when he was nine had left his
and chin covered with pits.

Louis was born September 5, 1638, the belated first fruit of
riage which had been barren for twenty-three years. The death?
father, Louis XIII, made the boy King of France at four. Dur
childhood, France was ruled by his mother, Anne of Austria
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PETER IN ENGLAND

time of Peter’s visit, London and Paris were the two most popu-
cities in Europe. In commercial wealth, London ranked second to
darn, which it was soon to succeed. What made London unique,
1, was the degree to which it dominated the nation in which it
e Paris, London was the national capital and seat of government,
ke Amsterdam, it was the country’s greatest port, the center of its
ce, art and culture. In England, however, the size of the city
all else. London, counting its immediate environs, had 750,000
nts; the next largest city in England, Bristol, had a mere 30,000.
tic differently, one Englishman in ten was a Londoner; only
chman in forty lived in Paris.

On in 1698 lay mainly on the north bank of the Thames,
g from Tower Hill to the Houses of Parliament. The great
of the city, spanned by a single bridge, London Bridge, was
mes. The river, 750 feet across, flowed between marshy banks
hreeds, interspersed with trim gardens and green meadows—its
ankments came later. The Thames played a key role in the
Always crowded with ships, it was used as a thoroughfare for
M one part of the city to another. Hundreds of watermen
€ boats provided a quicker, cleaner and safer service than
d by traveling through the crowded streets. In aurumn and
At mists and fogs swirled up from the Thames to roll through
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the streets, shrouding everything in a thick, brown, poisong
created by the fog mixing with the smoke pouring from the
chimneys.

The London that Peter visited and explored on foot was rd
dirty and dangerous. The narrow streets were piled with gar
filth which could be dropped freely from any overhanging
Even the main avenues were dark and airless because greedy
anxious to gain more space, had projected upper stories out
street. Through these Stygian alleys, crowds of Londoners jo,
pushed one another. Traffic congestion was monumental. Lin
riages and hackney cabs cut deep ruts into the streets, so tha
gers inside were tossed about, arriving breathless, nause
sometimes bruised. When two coaches met in a narrow streg
arguments ensued, with the two coachmen “saluting each o
such diabolical titles and bitter execrations as if every one wa
which should go to the Devil first.” For short distances, to
mud and pushing of the crowds, sedan chairs carried by two st
were popular. Biggest of all were the overland coaches whidh
into London from the highroads, carrying commercial traw
visitors from the country. Their destinations were the ina
weary passengers could dine on cabbage and a pudding, Wesy
ham, chicken, beef, wine, mutton steaks and pigeons, and rise
morning to a breakfast of ale and toast.

London was a violent city with coarse, cruel pleasures whic
crushed the unprotected innocent. For women, the age of co
twelve (it remained twelve in England until 1885). Crimes wi
mon, and in some parts of the city people could not sleep for
of “Murder!” rising from the streets. Public floggings were a’;
sight, and executions drew vast crowds. On “Hanging Day,” wi
shopkeepers and apprentices left their jobs to jam the stree
and laughing, and hoping to catch a glimpse of the condemne;
Wealthy ladies and gentlemen paid for places in windows and
nies overlooking the route from Newgate Prison to Tyburn, wh
ecutions took place, or, best of all, in wooden stands especiall:
to provide an unobstructed view. The most ghastly executio
penalty for treason: hanging, drawing and quartering. The cond
man was strung up unti] he was almost dead from strangulatig
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, disesmboweled while still alive, beheaded, and his trunk was
hOPPEd into quarters. '
rts were heavily stained with blood. Crowds paid to see bulls and
rupon by enraged mastiffs; often, the teeth of the bear had been
wn and the cornered beast couid only swat with his great paws
mastiffs that leaped and tore at him. Cockfights attracted gam-

hick, brown, poisonous
ke pouring from thouss

plored on foot was ric
were piled with gar
m any overhanging.
less because greedy b e pul .
1§ss Stor%es 013'; or all its violence, London was also a city where grace
«d upper :
vds of Londoners jos
1s monumental. Line

b churches in London on sites wiped clean by the Great Fire.
o the s;}r}eets, SOIIS : : thin, glittering steeples gave London a breathrakingly distinctive
atbir;a: n::j;‘:,l Ztreg ‘dominated by Wren’s masterpiece, the gigantic domf.:d struc-
T luting each St. Paul’s Cathedral. The church was forty-one years in build-
f-lassiaf]u;,l'::rlerrfz one w the eve of Peter’s arrival, the choir had Just been opened for
hort distances, to orship.

s carried by two s telligent men, life in London centered on hundreds of coffee
‘land coaches w
- commercial tra
iycrllsa \;fzi; itr?ge, ‘1; hoosing the house by the talk he wished to hear, a visitor could
| pigeons, and 1

ed in brilliant, learned and passionate terms. Good conversa-
1 pleasures whis ists could sharpen their wits, writers could share their dilemmas,
elp V

ans could arrange compromises, the lonely could find simple

of the conde
s in window
:on to Tybur
stands especia
hastly execu
rtering. The
Fom strang

vas London in 1698. As for the larger polity, England ttself, the
enth century was a time of transition from the small, relatively
ficant sixteenth-century island kingdom of Queen Elizabeth I to
at European power and world empire of the eighteenth and
enth centuries. When Elizabeth died in 1603, and with her the
ynasty, England was free of the ambitions of Spain, having
off Philip IT and his armada. But England remained a peripheral
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factor in the affairs of Europe. The dynastic question was settle
King James VT of Scotland, son of Mary Queen of Scots, cam
from Edinburgh to take the English throne as James I and begin
tary of Stuart rule. During the first half of this century, Engla
absorbed in its own problems, trying to sort out the tangled strap
religious conscience and the relative power of crown and Parli
When the debate burst into civil war, the second Stuart, Charle
his head, and for eleven years England was ruled under the stern:
the Lord Protector, Oliver Cromwell. Even when Charles I »
stored to the throne in 1660, religious tension remained acute
nation was divided berween Catholic and Protestant, and, am
Protestants, between Church of England and Nonconformists.
Yet, England’s power and ambitions were growing. In th
seventeenth century, the Dutch dominated the world’s trade
but English seamen and merchants were eager to compete, an
naval wars with Holland jarred this Dutch supremacy. Later, durir
War of the Spanish Succession, John Churchill, Duke of Marlb
won four major victories over the French armies in the field, bes
and caprured supposedly invincible fortresses and was on the v
driving the Sun King out of Versailles itself when victory was sna
from him by a government decision to end the war. England trium
nevertheless, not only over France but also over its own ally, Ho
The long war had overstrained even the superbly organized reso
of the wealthy Dutch. The Dutch position on the continent w;
more vulnerable than that of England, and during the struggle
land’s vast ocean trade was heavily restricted while that of En
fiourished and grew. The status of the two powers, nearly equal
seventeenth century, changed rapidly in the eighteenth. Dutch-
waned quickly and Holland slipped to the rank of a lesser stat
gland emerged from Marlborough's wars supreme on the ocean
its maritime power led to world empire with colonies in every
of the globe.
Peter’s visit to England came at a pivoral moment of this trans

to world power. The Treaty of Ryswick ended the first great war
Louis, with the Sun King's power held in check. The final strugg
War of the Spanish Succession, was four years off, but already Eng
was bustling with the energy which would fuel Marlborough’s Vi
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d make the Royal Navy mistress of the seas. The wealth of
ommerce still could not compete with the fertile soil of
1t England had an insuperable advantage: it was an island. Its
ay.not in the chain of fortresses that Holland maintained in
sh Netherlands, but in the waves and its fleet. And although
e expensive, they cost less than armies and foreresses. Louis
ozens of magnificent French armies, but to do so left his people
iy taxes. In England, the taxes voted by Parliament hurt but
ush. Europe was amazed by the resilience of the English
‘and by the apparent wealth of the English Treasury. [t was a
hich could not fail to impress a visiting monarch anxious to
ple up from a simple agrarian economy and into the modern

Vprke was the largest warship Peter had yet sailed on, and during
~four-hour trip across the Channel he watched the handling
p with interest. Although the weather was stormy, the Tsar
on deck through the entire voyage, constantly asking ques-
e;ship was pitching and rolling in the heavy seas, but Peter
oni going aloft to study the rigging.

e next morning, the little squadron arrived off the Suffolk
was saluted by the guns of the coastal forts. At the mouth of
es, Peter and Admiral Mitchell transferred from the Yorke
maller yacht Mary. This yacht, escorted by two others, sailed
‘hames and, on the morning of January 11, anchored near Lon-
ge. Here, Peter transferred onto 2 royal barge and was rowed
o'a landing quay on the Strand. He was met by a court cham-
vith a welcome from King William. Peter replied in Dutch, and
Mitchell, who spoke Dutch, acted as translator. Peter admired
;and his first request to the King was that Mitchell be assigned
cial escort and translator throughout his stay.

spent his first days in London in a house at 21 Norfolk Street,
quest, the building selected was small and simple, with a door
directly onto the riverbank. Two days after the Tsar’s arrival,
ghimself paid an informal visit. Arriving in a small, unmarked
William found the Tsar still in shire sleeves in the bedroom he
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open itself to Europe. In a sense, the flow of effect was cir
West affected Peter, the Tsar had a powerful impact upon Ru
Russia, modernized and emergent, had a new and greater inf}
Europe. For all three, therefore—Peter, Russia and Europe—
Embassy was a turning point.

The Europe which Peter was setting out to visit in the spring
was dominated by the power and glory of a single man,
Christian Majesty, Louis XIV of France. Called the Sun Kin
resented in both pageantry and art as Apollo, his rays reache
affect every corner of European politics, diplomacy and civily

When Peter was born, and through all but the last ten yeg
life, Louis was the most influential man in Europe. It is impg
understand the Europe which Russia was entering without firg
ering the French monarch. Few kings in any epoch have ex
majesty. His reign of seventy-two years was the longest in thj
of France; his French contemporaries considered him a demi:
slightest gesture, his walk, his bearing, his countenance; all
sured, appropriate, noble, majestic,” wrote the court diay
Simon. His presence was overwhelming. “I never tremble
before Your Majesty’s enemies,” confessed one of Louis’
entering the royal presence.

Although Louis was born to the throne, the sweep of.
depended more on his character—his massive ego a
self-assurance—than on his physical or political inheritan
cal stature, he was short even for that day—only five feet
He had a robust figure and powerful, well-muscled legs w
to display in tight silk stockings. His eyes were brown, h
thin, arched nose, a sensuous mouth and chestnut hair i
grew older, was hidden in public beneath a wig of long blag
smallpox which had afflicced him when he was nine had-
and chin covered with pits.

Louis was born September §, 1638, the belated first fruit
riage which had been barren for twenty-three years. The
father, Louis XIII, made the boy King of France at fo
childhood, France was ruled by his mother, Anne of Aus
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irope. In a sense, the flow of effect was circular,
ter, the Tsar had a powerful impact upon Russia

ied and emergent, had a new and greater influen
iree, therefore—Peter, Russia and Europe—the ¢ imiliation scarred the boy King, and even before the death of Maza-

minister (Who was perhaps also her lover), Cardinal Mazarin, the

irning point.

ch Peter was setting out to visit in the spring o
sy the power and glory of a single man, His
y, Louis XTIV of France. Called the Sun King, and
pageantry and art as Apollo, his rays ra_ac‘h.ecl
er of Buropean politics, diplomacy and civiliza

ouis was always a country man. In the first years of his reign, he
veled with the court back and forth between the great royal chi-

sas born, and through all but the last ten years ite of his own palace, the land of his fatheys small hunting chitoes
e most influential man in Europe. It is impossiy rsailles, twelve miles west of Paris, Here, on a sandy knoll rising
mrope which Russia was entering without first ¢ slightly above the rolling woodland of the Ile de France, the King

monarch. Few kings in any epoch have exceede ed his architect, Le Vau, to bujld. For years, the work continued.

n of seventy-two years was the longest in the
:nch contemporaries considered him a demi-go:

his walk, his bearing, his countenance; all wa ng trees, laying drainpipes, erecting statues of marbe and bronze.
te, noble, majestic,” wrote the court diaris
ence was overwhelming. “I never trembled

esty’s enemies,” confessed one of Louis’ mars]
cred sliding of a heavy piece of stone, Malarial fever raged through

rude barracks of the workmen, killing dozens every week. In 1682
he chiteau was finally finished, Louis had bujlt the greatest paI:
the world. It had no ramparts: Louis had built his seat unde-
d, in the open country, to demonstrate the power of a monarch

.  had no need of moats and walls to protect his person,
' stockings. His eyes were brown, he ha hind a fagade one fifth of 2 mjle in length were enormous public
spsuous mouth and chestnut hair, whi ies, council chambers, libraries, private apartments for the royal
in public beneath a wig of long black cu y, boudoirs and a private chapel, not to mention corridors, stair-

~ted him when he was nine had left-hi

il presence. .
1is was born to the throne, the sweep of his

on his character—his massive ego and-
‘han on his physical or political inheritance. I
short even for that day—only five feet fou
ire and powerful, well-muscled legs which:

-
}

ser 5, 1638, the belated first fruit o ys of the Roman empire. Throughout the palace, the high ceil-
+ for twenty-three years. The deth nd greac doors were emblazoned in gold with the mark of Apollo,
boy King of France at four ; nof the flaming sun, the symbol of the builder and occupant of’

v his mother, Anne of Austri ormous palace. The walls were covered with patterned velver,

i
1
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paneled in marble or hung wich tapestries, the windows curtained
embroidered velvet in winter and flowered silk in summer. A
thousands of candles flickered in hundreds of glass chandelier
silver candelabra. The rooms were furnished with exquisite:
furnitare—gilded tables whose legs were scrolled or decorateg
flowers and leaves, and broad-backed chairs upholstered with ve
the private apartments, rich carpets were laid over inlaid floors
walls were hung with huge paintings by Andrea del Sarto, ’I‘ma
phael, Rubens and Van Dyck. In Louis’ bedroom hung the “Mona

The gardens, designed by Le Nétre, were as spectacular as
ace. Millions of flowers, bushes and trees were laid out with:
geometrical precision amidst grassy avenues, terraces, ramps and
cases, ponds, lakes, fountains and cascades. The fountains, wit
jets of water spouting from octagonal lakes, became—and rema
envy of the world. Tiny clipped hedges curved into ornate de
separating flowers of every color and description, many o
changed daily. The King was especially fond of tulips, and eve
(when he was not at war with Holland) four million tulip bul
imported from Dutch nurseries to turn Versailles flaming crim
brilliant yellow in spring. The King’s passion for orange trees
Nétre to design a huge orangery, depressed below the open air
the trees would be protected from the wind. Even this was not
and Louis brought some of his orange trees indoors and kept't
the windows of his private rooms, planted in silver tubs.

Standing at the tall windows of the Galeries des Glaces in;
ace’s western facade, the King could look down long prospects:
stone and water, adorned with sculpture, to the Grand Can:
body of water, constructed in the shape of a buge cross, was mg
a mile Jong. Here the King was taken to boat and sail. On summ
nings, the entire court boarded gondolas sent as a gift from the.
Venice, and spent hours floating and drifting beneath the sta
Lully and the court orchestra, on a raft nearby, filled the air wi

Versailles became the symbol of the supremacy, wealth, po
majesty of the richest and most powerful prince in Europe. Eve
on the continent, other princes recorded their friendship, the
their defiance of Louis by building palaces in emulation of hi
princes who were at war with France. Each of them wanted a
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own, and demanded that his architects and craftsmen create pal-
gardens, furnicure, tapestries, carpets, silver, glass and porcelain
itation of Louis’ masterpiece. In Vienna, Potsdam, Dresden, at
pron Court and later in St. Petersburg, buildings arose and were
rated under the stimulus of Versailles. Even the long avenues and
15’ boulevards of Washington, D.C, which was laid our over a
fory lacer, were geometrically designed by a French architect in
tation of Versailles.

with tapestries, the windows curtained w
ter and flowered silk in summer. A.Lt mg
red in hundreds of glass chanc.:le‘herls
qs were furnished with exquisite 1n1
sse legs were scrolled or dec,:orated W
backed chairs upholstered with velvet
rpets were laid over inlaid ﬂoor-s.an
‘ntings by Andrea del Sarto, Titan ]
1 Louis’ bedroom hung the “Mona Li :
: Nére, were as spectacular as the: the King personally conducted them through the palace and gar-
and trees were laid out with pr
$Sy avenues, terraces, ramps a.nd
| cascades. The fountains, with °
nal lakes, became—and remain :
hedges curved into ornate desjg
v and description, many o
ially fond of tulips, and every
and) four million tulip t?ulbs
wrn Versailles flaming crimso n
5 passion for orange trees led
ressed below the open air s
wind. Even this was not en
trees indoors and kept the;
-ed in silver tubs. :
aleries des Glaces in th

sure dome; it had a serious political purpose. The King’s philoso-

ested on total concentration of power in the hands of the mop-
Versailles became the instrument. The vast size of the palace
it possible for the King to summon and house there all the im-

ignet, came all the grear French dukes and princes; the rest of the
try, where the heads of these ancient houses had lands, heritage,
er and responsibilities, was left deserted and ignored, At Versailles,
power out of their reach, the French nobility became the orna-
‘of the King, not his rival.

placed at the very center of che palace, looking eastward over the
ts de Marbre. From eight o'clock in the morning, when the cyr-
f the royal bed were drawn aside and Louis woke to hear, “Sire,
me,” the monarch was on parade. He rose, was rubbed down with
water and spirits of wine, was shaved and dressed, observed by the
‘fortunate of his subjects. Dukes helped him to pull off his night-
nd pull on his breeches, Courtiers argued over who was to bring
ng his shirt. They jostled for the privilege of presenting the King
Whis chaise percée (his “chair with a hole in it”), then crowded
und while the King performed his daily nawural functions, There
'throng in his chamber when he prayed with his chaplain, and
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when he arte. It followed as he walked through the palace
through the gardens, went to the theater or rode to his houn
col determined who had a right to sit in the King’s pres
whether on a chair with a back or only on a stool. So glorified
monarch that even when his dinner was passing by, court
their hats and swept them on the ground in salute, declarin
fully, “La viande du roi” (“The King’s dinner”).

Louis loved to hunt. Every day in good weather, he rode w
or spear in hand, following baying dogs through the foresti
boar or stag. Every evening, there was music and dancing an
at which fortunes were won and lost. Every Saturday night, ¢
ball. Often, there were masquerades, elaborate three-day fes
the entire court dressed up as Romans, Persians, Turks or Re;
The feasts at Versailles were gargantuan. Louis himse]f
men. Wrote the Princess Palatine: “T have often seen the Ki
different plates of soup of different kinds, a whole pheasan
a large plate of salad, two thick slices of ham, a dish of
garlic-flavored sauce, a plateful of pastries, and then fru
boiled eggs. Both the King and ‘Monsieur’ [Louis’ younge
exceedingly fond of hard-boiled eggs.” The King’s grandc
were taught the polite innovation of using a fork to eat wit
they were invited to dine with the monarch, he would ha
and forbade them using these tools, declaring, “T have n.
used anything to eat with but my knife and my fingers.”

The main feast at Versailles was a feast of love. The er
ace with its numberless rooms to slip away to, its crisscr
trees, its statues to hide behind, made a gorgeous stag
everything, the King played the leading role. Louis’ wife,
resa, who had come to him as an infanta of Spain;
child-like creature with large blue eyes. She surrounde
half a dozen dwarfs and dreamed of Spain. As long as
upheld his marriage duties, finding his way into her
every nighe, durifully making love to her twice a mon
ways knew these occasions by the fact that the Queen
sion the following day and her face had a special glow;
was not enough for Louis. He was highly sexed, always
bed with any woman who was handy and relentless it



